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HALACHA

Traveling on Chanukah
Compiled and Annotated by Rabbi Yoel Steinmetz

B\ The mitzvah of neiros Chanukah is one that was enacted to be
o . , .
done in one’s home." However, many find themselves traveling
during Chanukah, thus leading to numerous questions
involving when and where they should light. The followingis a
collection of practical halachos from the Rosh Kollel, Rav Dovid

Zucker shlit”a, on this topic.

M If one traveled to sleep and eat in another  should nonetheless light where he is at the
home for a night of Chanukah then he must
light there even if he is not spending the

entire Chanukah there.?

time of z’man hadlakas neiros Chanukah
and eat something there afterwards.?

M If one is away from home and is sleeping

B If one is traveling away from his house
after the time of hadlakas neiros and plans
to sleep elsewhere that night, one should
light at the place where he currently resides
prior to traveling and should eat something
there afterwards in order for that place to
be considered his “home” for that night of
lighting. This applies even if one is a guest
at another’s home for the previous night
and is returning home the next night; one

inone place and eating together with others
in a communal setting (i.e. a simcha hall),
the following rules apply: If he is sleeping in
an area designated for him (i.e. a basement
apartment), then he should light where he
sleeps. If, however, he merely has a room
in a house to sleep in, then he should light
where he eats. The caveat is that if this room
is in a home that belongs to close family or
friends, and he plans to spend a significant
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amount of time there in their company,
those facts suffice to deem that house his
“home,” and he should light there, in the
house where he sleeps.*

B Chanukah Mesibah
to avoid attending a Chanukah mesibah
(loosely translated as “party”) that is
taking place during z’man hadlakas neiros
Chanukah in order to light the neiros at
his home during the proper time. If one
must be at the mesibah during this time,
then one should light at home afterwards,®
preferably with other people present.®

One should try

B Hotel Stay If one is staying at a hotel
and eating in a public area in the hotel, then
one should light in his room.” This assumes
that the hotel allows lighting candles for
religious purposes in the room. If one

asked the manager for permission to light
in the room, and permission was not given,
then one may light in the area where he is
eating. In this case, if he is not eating in the
common area of the hotel, then one should
ask another to light for him at his house
since he does not have permission to light
in his room.

B Weddings and Simchos If one is
attending a wedding during the time of
hadlakas neiros Chanukah, one should
light where he is sleeping even if he is only
staying there that night. This ruling applies
to the mechutanim as well.2 However, if this
is deemed impossible due to the wedding
preparations and they cannot leave the
hall, lighting in the hall is permitted, even

for wedding guests.’

B Bachurim in Yeshivah A bachur who
eats and sleeps in yeshivah should light in
the yeshivah's dining room.” If a bachur
sleeps at home and learns and eats in
yeshivah, then he should light at home and
eat something afterwards there in order for
his home to be considered the appropriate
place to light [chatchilah. If a bachur
sleeps in yeshivah, then his main home is
considered to be the yeshivah, even if he
eats dinner at home.

If a bachur is leaving for Shabbos Chanukah
and finds himself still in yeshivah after the
z'man of hadlakas neiros Chanukah, then he
should light in yeshivah and eat something
there afterwards."

Rabbi Steinmetz is a full-time member of the
Kollel and General Editor of Encounters.
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