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A few weeks ago, a twelve-year-old boy walked into the Kollel 

looking a bit concerned. When asked what the problem was, he said 

his father had a car that has a push-start button. Earlier that night, his 

father asked him to put something in the car and gave him the key 

to unlock it. Meanwhile, the boy had left the key in his pocket while 

his father drove him to Kollel and had forgotten it there. He was now 

worried that his father had left to return home and the car would 

stall without the keys within. He called his father and found out that, 

Baruch Hashem, his father had made it home without the car stalling 

in the middle of the road.

Most of us are on a high going through the Yomim Tovim of Rosh 

Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Succos; they are like the “keys” that drive 

and elevate our connection to Hashem. But as we approach the middle 

of the winter, we feel a void in our connection to Hashem. What can 

keep our spiritual elevation “driving” through the winter without those 

“keys” of the Yomim Tovim?

A Weekly Boost
The first thing that comes to mind 

is a chizuk in how we go through our 
Shabbosim. Many feel that although 
they appreciate the break from the busy 
weekday schedule, they are still lacking 
that spiritual connection that they strive to 
attain through the Shabbos.

One Friday morning a couple of 
years back, I overheard the following 
conversation at the bakery. Someone 
walked in and said, “Baruch Hashem the 
Day of Rest is finally here!” This fellow did 
not realize what he was getting himself 
into. Upon hearing this comment, a lady 
in line turned to the man and responded, 
“Day of Rest?! Shabbos is not my day of 
rest! All the kids are home!! Monday is my 
day of rest, when they all go back to school! 
On Shabbos, I am constantly feeding and 
cleaning, then feeding and cleaning again! 
Each kid has to have twelve friends over, 
with Shabbos parties. For twenty-six years 
I have not taken a nap on Shabbos. Then 
the married kids come – they’re smart, 
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they bring over the ‘einiklach’ and then they 
go to sleep! Shabbos is definitely not my day 
of rest!”

Ever since that Friday I was thinking what 
could be done to do to help people in such 
situations appreciate Shabbos and make 
it a more enjoyable experience. Practically, 
they need help from their children (and a 
cleaning lady if possible). But what words of 
chizuk can be given to people who harbor 
such feelings about Shabbos?

Rabbi Shimshon Pincus ZT”L says that 
people get very caught up with the Yomim 
Noraim, and feel that our year is dependent 
on whatever happens during the Yomim 
Noraim. However, they don’t realize that the 
bracha for the entire week is dependent on 
how we went through the previous Shabbos. 
Shabbos is called the mikor habracha, the 
source of all blessings; from Shabbos we 
draw the bracha for the entire week. The 
Aruch Hashulchan writes that the reason 
we mention Shabbos every day of the week 
when saying the shir shel yom is because 
each day’s bracha is directly connected with 
Shabbos.

The following unbelievable story from 
Rabbi Pesach Krohn shows how Shabbos 
is the source of all blessing. In 1985, there 
was a not-yet-frum Yid living in Mexico 
City named Jacobo Sherem. Jacobo was 
an architect who built buildings and sold 
them for a profit. He started with smaller 
buildings and slowly began building bigger 
and better. Eventually he built his largest 
building, but it was so big that no one had 
interest in buying it. Months passed without 
any potential buyers. Finally one Friday, two 
gentlemen came to Mexico City expressing 
interest in the building. At that point Jacobo 
was learning with someone named Rabbi 
Deutch and had started going to shul 
Friday night, but he was not yet fully shomer 
Shabbos. When the two businessmen walked 
in to Jacobo’s office, he informed them that 
he would have to stop the meeting at three 
o’clock in order to get ready for Shabbos. 
The men said they still had a lot of research 
to do on the building, and they would 
probably not be able to close a deal until 
late that night. They explained that they 
had come to Mexico for only two days and 
were not prepared to extend their stay any 
longer. Jacobo told them he had a religion 
to keep and he was planning on ending 
the negotiations at 3:00 regardless of the 
situation. The men thought he was crazy as 
they were the first people to show interest 

in the building, but they agreed. When three 
o’clock arrived, Jacobo abruptly ended the 
meeting without any hope of making a sale. 
When he got home he told his wife he was 
concerned that he did not make the right 
decision. His wife replied that he did the 
right thing by keeping Shabbos. A week and 
a half later, on September 19, 1985, Mexico 
City was hit by a devastating earthquake, 
the worst in its history. The earthquake killed 
4,541 people and wounded over 14,000. 
Every single building in the city collapsed 
except for Jacobo’s. The Government offered 
to buy Jacobo’s building as all the other 
buildings in the area were all destroyed, 
and Jacobo was able to sell it at a much 
higher price since it was the only building 
around. Jacobo then realized that Shabbos 
is the source of all blessing and decided to 
become a fully frum Yid. A few months later, 
Jacobo made a siyum and showed all the 
attendees a panoramic picture of the entire 
Mexico City. The picture showed how every 
building was knocked down to the ground 
except for Jacobo’s.

Shabbos holds in it the keys for all 
good; if we keep Shabbos properly we will 
merit an abundance of bracha. This is one 
idea to keep in mind when the Shabbos 
preparations get overwhelming – to realize 
that the more careful we are in keeping 

Shabbos, the more bracha we will be able 
to extract from Shabbos and pass it on to 
the following days.

Royal Treatment
Imagine if one of the gabbaim of 

Harav Hagaon R’ Chaim Kanievsky Shlit”a 
called you to say that R’ Chaim is planning 
on coming to America for a visit and 
would like to stay in your house. The joy 
and happiness that would permeate your 
house would be unfathomable! Of course 
it would take a lot of time and effort to get 
the house ready and prepare all the meals, 
but it would undoubtedly be done with 
great simcha! Can we try to have the same 
attitude about Shabbos preparation? The 
Mishna Berura writes that when Shabbos 
comes we should view it as a great king 
coming to our house, for Hashem comes 
to visit each of our homes every Shabbos.

R’ Shimshon Pincus ZT”L asked why 
Shabbos observance is dealt with so 
strictly, that even a simple act of taking 
an apple off a tree can be punished 
with sekila (stoning), the worst possible 
punishment in the Torah. He answered 
that we find a similar idea by the avodah 
in the Beis Hamikdash; if a Kohen does the 
avodah with a stain on his garment he is 
killed. Why? Because the Beis Hamikdash 
is like Hashem’s palace, and coming to a 
king’s palace with soiled clothing is one 
of the worst crimes as it shows a terrible 
lack of respect. On Shabbos we are in 
the presence of Hashem and so it is as if 
we are in His palace; therefore any act 
done against His will is treated with great 
stringency. 

R’ Ezriel Cziment Shlita once said 
that people travel far and wide to daven 
in different holy places in the hope of 
meriting a yeshuah. But in truth, every 
Shabbos we are so close to Hashem that 
we have an opportunity to speak to Him 
on a higher level than if we were standing 
by the Kosel Ha’maaravi! Although we are 
not supposed to ask for specific requests 
on Shabbos, the tefillos that we say and the 
requests we make during birkas hamazon 
should be said with utmost concentration 
– it’s the real key to our blessing.

With the realization that we are in the 
presence of Hashem throughout the entire 
Shabbos, our approach to Shabbos will be 
one of great simcha and enthusiasm.

Rabbi Weg is a full-time member of the kollel.

“Shabbos we are so close 

to Hashem that we have 

an opportunity to speak to 

Him on a higher level than 

if we were standing by the 

Kosel Ha’maaravi!”


