VOL. XI ISSUE 5 / 7’own 109

=L YOM TOU ENCOUNTERS

NIRIIW Tjj:"‘ ’75": A Publication of Chicago Community Kollel =~ 773-262-9400  General Editor: Rabbi Akiva Niehaus

CHICAGO COMMUNITY KOLLEL

Did You Know®?
AR PO
Rabbi Akiva Niehaus

On Erev Pesach, there
is a mitzvah to burn any chametz which one
owns. What is the halacha if one doesn’t have
any chametz - is there a mitzvah to acquire
chametz in order to burn it? The Minchas
Chinuch (#9) discusses this question at length,
and focuses on a single question: When the
Torah says to destroy all chametz, what is the
intent? Is the intent to passively ensure that
one doesn’t own chametz on Pesach - or is
there a positive command to destroy chametz?
If the former, the mitzvah is fulfilled even if
one doesn’t own any chametz on Erev Pesach
to destroy, but if the latter, one should go out
and acquire chametz in order to destroy it on
Erev Pesach. He concludes that the Rishonim
argue about this very question and leaves the
matter hanging. Many Poskim point out that
the Mishnah Berurah takes a stand on this
issue, and he writes (445:10) that one should
make sure to leave over a k’zayis of chametz
to burn on Erev Pesach in order to fulfill the
optimal mitzvah. Accordingly, one who finds
himself without chametz to burn on Erev
Pesach should try to acquire some to burn.

According to the manufacturer,
Play-Doh is primarily a mixture of water, salt
and flour. Although it contains preservatives
and dyes, it is non-toxic and considered fully
edible. Therefore, many Poskim write that it
should be considered chametz and must be
destroyed or sold before Pesach (Shulchan
HalLevi 12:9). Many people have the custom
to avoid selling “real chametz” for Pesach;
are they allowed to sell Play-Doh for Pesach?
According to the above, it would appear that
this is problematic, but in truth, other Poskim
say that Play-Doh may be compared to a “chair
made of chametz” which the Shulchan Aruch
(442:9) says one is allowed own over Pesach
since he has done an action to indicate that
i's no longer a food item. Although some
argue that the above exemption only applies
to chametz formed into utensils — such as a
chair - not to other items, other Poskim say
that one may rely on this opinion to at least
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There is a fascinating Medrash (brought in Shibolei Haleket) that says as follows: “When Yaakov Avinu
came to Mitzrayim, and he saw Yosef and Shimon, and he and his sons were all gathered together as one, the
Malachei Hashares immediately opened their mouths and said O 1y 'nT) Yapn own NN T3 - Blessed
are you Hashem who gathers the scattered of his nation Yisroel.” The Shibolei Haleket writes that this is the
source of the tenth Beracha of Shemoneh Esreh which speaks of the gathering of Klal Yisroel from Golus.

We can understand from this that there is an aspect of geulah (redemption) that can happen even in
Mitzrayim. That is, Klal Yisroel coming together as one.

Regarding the ultimate Geulah, the pasuk says, “0>021 ©% D5 DWN NN NYT XIND IO — and the land
will be filled with recognition of Hashem like water fills the sea” Another pasuk tells us, “Own > Xnn D2
TNN WYY TNN - on that day it will be Hashem is one and His name is one” This means that the world will
finally comprehend its Creator in a significant way and Hashem’s “Glory” will be revealed. Klal Yisroel will be
recognized as His people, and we will enjoy that acknowledgement in an unfathomable way. This is the Geulah
which we await.

Each and every Yid has their own customized aspect of Kvod Shomayim which he is challenged to bring
out in the world. No person can do the job of another. At the same time, each of us needs one another. Only
when we are all together, as one unified Klal Yisroel, can we work in unison and accomplish the ultimate
revelation of Hashem’s presence.

[There is one caveat, however. The pasuk says (Hoshea 2:2), “WN1 DN 1Y) TN HNIWS 121 1IN 12 I8P
7NN - and Bnei Yehuda, together with Bnei Yisroel, will be gathered as one, and they will appoint for themselves
one head” Klal Yisroel must be joined together with one worthy leader. In this way, we can truthfully work
together in the way Hashem desires. Indeed, Chazal tell us that the day Yaakov Avinu passed away, the Galus
began in a greater way.]

Now we can understand that Klal Yisroel coming together is indeed a significant step in the process of
Geulah, even while they are in a strange land. Of course, the complete Geulah can only be in Eretz Yisroel, but
the gathering of Klal Yisroel was reason, in and of itself, for the Malachei Hashares to sing a song of Geulah.

Let us all recognize our personal responsibilities and the need for us all to work as one to bring about the
most Kavod Shomayim that we can. In this way, we can begin walking towards the Geulah.

Chazal tell us that there were four stages in our redemption from Mitzrayim:
1) »nnsym, and I will take you out. This refers to cessation of physical labor which occurred during the
Makkos.

(continued on back page)
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Rabbi Pesach Krohn told a precious story
about the Mashgiach Harav Matisyahu Salamon
zt”’l and his Rebbetzin z”]. While they were still
living in Gateshead, many times he would give a
shmuess Friday night, and many bachurim would
come over. Sometimes, in the winter, the bachurim
would forget their coats in his house, and he would
bring them back to Yeshiva or put up a sign until
the bachurim would come and reclaim their coats.
However, one time, a few bachurim had left their
coats in his house, and nobody came to claim them.
After a while, the Rebbetzin said to the Mashgiach,
“What are we supposed to do with these coats?”
R’ Matisyahu told her that the Halacha is yehei
munach ad sheyavo Eliyahu - they shall remain
by you until Eliyahu Hanavi comes and then we
will ask him to whom they belong. So, they put the
coats in his closet.

Months went by, and now it was the night of
bedikas chometz. The Mashgiach then thought
to himself that many times people put chometz
in their pockets, and perhaps those coats have
chometz in them. So, he went to his closet to
look for the coats, and he noticed that they were
missing. He turned to his Rebbetzin and asked,
“Where are the bachurim’s coats which were in
the closet?” “Oh, I put them upstairs in my closet,”
replied the Rebbetzin. The Mashgiach asked her
why she moved them. She answered, “Because I
was thinking, when Eliyahu Hanavi comes, you're
going to have so much to talk to him about. You'll
talk to him about the Torah you learned and the
Hashkafah that you taught, but what will I have to
talk to him about? T'll have nothing to say to him;
but I also want to talk to him. That’s why I put the
coats in my closet, so that when Eliyahu Hanavi
comes, I'll be able to talk to him and ask him what
to do with these coats?”

The Mashgiach zt"I and his Rebbetzin z”I lived
their lives making Eliyahu Hanavi’s arrival so real.

It is interesting to note that Harav Elyashiv’s
minhag was to say Baruch Habah, greeting
Eliyahu Hanavi when the door was opened for
Shefoch Chamoscha, and his daughter, Rebbetzin
Kanievsky z”], continued this minhag in her home
as well.

Through the mitzvos of Seder too, we try
to make leaving Mitzrayim as real and vivid as
possible.

Rabbi Efrayim Wachsman shlita said, imagine
if we were asked to write an article that will be
published in a newspaper that is reviewed by
thousands of people. How meticulous we would
be going over every word numerous times, and
even showing it to a number of people to make
sure that it will be a success. Even more so, if
we were to write a textbook that will be used by
students for decades. Nevertheless, if we think
about our Sedarim, the life lessons of emunah will
have an everlasting effect not only on us and our

children, but on all the generations to come. Just
like the Sedarim that our ancestors performed
over seventy generations ago are still permeating
our Sedarim until today, so too, we have that
power to affect the coming generations as well. It
therefore behooves us to do our utmost to prepare
not only the physical aspects of the Sedarim, but
also the mental and emotional aspects. By working
on doing the mitzvos of the night with enthusiasm,
and making the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim come
alive, we will properly serve as the link in the chain
connecting us with Yetzias Mitzrayim itself!

The Gemara (Megillah 15a) tells how Esther
instructed Mordechai that Klal Yisrael should fast
three days, inevitably fasting on the first days of
Pesach. The Tiferes Shlomo (Yom Beis D’Pesach)
asks, why was it necessary for Esther to deliberately
decree that the fast should be during the first days
of Pesach, thereby restricting the Yidden from
making the Sedarim; if the decree against the
annihilation of the Yidden was not for another
year, couldn’t she just wait until Chol Hamoed to
enact the fast?

The Tiferes Shlomo answers with a powerful
p’shat. Esther understood the tremendous effect
in Shamayim while the Yidden are having the
Sedarim. The Zohar writes that there is no greater
joy to Hashem other than this time. Therefore,
she specifically instructed Mordechai that the
Yidden should fast during this time, and cancel
the Sedarim, in order to create a stir in Shamayim,
so that Hashem in essence will say, “Where are
my beloved Sedarim?” Esther’s intent was, as if, to
say to Hashem that if He would allow Haman to
annihilate the Yidden, then He would no longer
have His Sedarim!

This message is something we all need to keep
in mind especially this Pesach. Over the past few
months, Klal Yisrael has gone through very trying
times. We are still very desperate for a yeshuah for
our brethren in Eretz Yisrael, and for Klal Yisrael
at large. Our Seder has such an incredible power,
like the aforementioned words of the Tiferes
Shlomo, and it is such a tremendous opportunity
for us to come close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and
ask for the yeshuos we so desperately need. May we
be zoche to tap into this power, ultimately meriting
the geulah sheleima bekarov mamash!

Rabbi Zecharya Wallerstein zt”] told how a
Yid once came to him from Yerushalayim to raise
funds, and said, “I have a question for you on the
Haggadah. If you answer it, you don't have to give
me anything, but if not — and you like my answer
- then you have to give me double!” R" Wallerstein
agreed to the deal, and the man continued.
“Everything in the story of Chad Gadya naturally
makes sense in the sequence of events. Cats bite

goats, dogs bite cats, water extinguishes fire, and
cows drink water and so on. However, there is one
exception. We say that ‘the stick came and hit the
dog’ Since when do sticks have feet and come to
hit dogs?”

R’ Wallerstein was a little taken aback because
he had been reading the Haggadah for decades and
had never thought about this question.

The man said, “Nu, you have an answer?”
Rabbi Wallerstein said, “No” Then the man
proceeded, “Okay, I'll tell you the answer: The Baal
Hagaddah is teaching us, true, sticks don’t have
feet, but just like the only way it would be possible
for the stick to come on its’ own is by the hand of
Hashem, so too, the cat coming, and the dog, and
the cow, and all the other characters, all can only
come through the hand of Hashem! Because there
is no such thing as feva — something happening
naturally. Everything happens only with the will of
Hashem!”

After hearing this, R Wallerstein loved the
explanation so much that he gave the man triple
the amount he was going to give originally!

Harav Moshe Feinstein zt”] asks that Rashi tells
us that after Moshe Rabbeinu davened to Hashem
that the makkah of barad should stop, the few
pieces of hail that were still in the air remained
there. What was the purpose of this miracle? He
answers that this is to teach us that just like it is
against “nature” for something heavy to stay up
in the air, so too, even when heavy things land
through gravity, that is nothing short of a miracle!

The Ramban famously writes that this is the
foundation of all of Yiddishkeit, that we should
realize through the miracles of Yetzias Mitzrayim
that the world is not run “naturally” Rather, every
single aspect of this world - to the last detail - is
meticulously run through the hand of Hashem.
The more emphasis we put into this realization,
the more we will recognize that all that we have
in our lives comes from Hashem. In turn, we will
constantly thank Him, and do His mitzvos with
much more enthusiasm.

Rabbi Yitzchok Berkowitz shlit’a writes that

the main theme of the Seder is Emunah in Hashem
and His hashgacha pratis — taught to us through
the miracles of Yetzias Mitzrayim. Although many
people enjoy saying cute pshetlach by the seder, we
must ensure not to lose the main focus.
A Yid by the name of Bentzion told the following
story. His father read a teshuva (responsa) from
Rabbi Yisrael Belsky zt”I which basically said that
a large number of the challah rolls being marketed
today as being mezonos, are really hamotzi. (It
is obvious from the way they taste that they are
considered regular bread.) So, he told his son
Bentzion that he wants him to accept upon himself
to wash and say hamotzi on those rolls which are
really considered bread.

(continued on next page)
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He also said that people search high and low for different segulos for parnassa, and here we have
clear segulos directly related to eating bread; whether it’s the way we wash netilas yadayim, or the
way we say Birkas Hamazon, these are segulos for parnassa.

Bentzion was inspired by his father’s words and indeed accepted this kabbalah upon himself.
It was very difficult as he was constantly on the go and didn’t have the extra time to wash and say
Birkas Hamazon, but knowing how valuable it is, he made himself do it.

One day, his schedule was very hectic, and he knew he was not going to have time to wash for
his lunch. He had a mezonos sandwich prepared already so he decided that just this one time, he
would be like everyone else and make a mezonos. He figured that it wouldn't be such a big deal
to compromise just this one time; after all, he had been sacrificing so much until now to fulfill his
kabbalah properly.

So, that day, he took the sandwich in the car and was going to eat it while driving from one
appointment to the next. When he stopped at a red light, he picked up the sandwich to say the
beracha, and just then he heard honking from the car next to him. The other driver, another
frum Yid, was motioning to him to roll down his window. The driver said, “I hope youre going
to wash and say hamotzi on your sandwich; the zchus of netilas yadayim and Birkas Hamazon is
unimaginable” The light then turned green, and they both drove away.

Bentzion was in awe! He had never seen this Jew before in his life, and no one had ever
commented to him before about which beracha he was going to say on his food.

The hashgacha pratis in this story speaks for itself. (Heard from Rabbi David Ashear)

There is a phrase out there that people might coin for a story like this: “Wow, what a small
world!” Rabbi Yisrael Kellner from Shalom Torah Centers always says that no, the truth is, the
world really is big - just that it’s very well managed!

Although stories like this don’t always happen to everyone, it is good once in a while to read
them and gain a little “boost” of our emunah in hashgacha pratis.

The more we discuss the miracles of Yetzias Mitzrayim by the Seder and beyond, the more we
will be empowering ourselves with emunah for the entire year, for ourselves and our families.

May we come to tremendous levels of emunah this Pesach and be able to see the hand of
Hashem in all aspects of our lives!

Did You Know?
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sell it before Pesach (see Shiurei Halacha 2:2:10; Chazon Ish, cited in gloss to Dirshu Mishnah
Berurah 442:15 regarding starch).

{ashering Bechiers | Is there an obligation to kasher a Kiddush cup which is used year-
round in order to use it on Pesach? The Rama (451:6) writes that in truth, a utensil which
is used year-round at ambient temperature need not be kashered before using it on Pesach
because generally only heat has the ability to transfer chametz into a utensil. Nevertheless,
he writes that some are stringent to kasher it because it can occasionally be used with heat,
and this is the common custom. In theory, this stringency doesn’t apply to Kiddush cups
which presumably are never used with heat, but the common custom is to kasher them
before Pesach use because they may have been cleaned with hot water together with chametz
utensils. Further, the possibility exists that chametz crumbs may have fallen into some grape
juice while inside the cup; if they remained there for 24 hours, that would likewise make the
Kiddush cup not suitable for Pesach (Shiurei Halacha 3:4).

ol Chamirah Languaoe | Kol Chamirah, written in Aramaic, is the text recited during
Bedikas Chametz and Biur Chametz whereby we declare our chametz nullified and ownerless.
It’s critical to understand the meaning of the declaration; in fact, if one doesn’t understand the
meaning and thinks that it's some sort of prayer or blessing, he has not fulfilled his obligation
(Mishnah Berurah 434:9). Therefore, if one doesn’t understand Aramaic, he should recite it in
a language which he understands (Rama 434:2). In this scenario, there is no reason to repeat
it in Aramaic (Kovetz Halachos 5:19). Lchatchila, Kol Chamirah must be recited verbally —
not thinking it in one’s mind (Shulchan Aruch 434:2; see also Shulchan Aruch 437:2 and Biur
Halacha ad loc. d.h. blibo).
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2) »noxsm, and I will save you. This is the exodus from the land of Mitzrayim
and its detrimental spiritual influence.

3) >»noxy, and I will redeem you. This refers to the destruction of the Egyptian
people in the Yam Suf, and

4) >nnpH, and I will take you to me as a nation. This refers to Matan Torah.

Rav Chaim Friedlander zt"Ilearns from a Sforno that each step of Geulah needed
another level of Emunah. Before the onset of the Makkos (nxsym), the pasuk says:
oy N - and the nation believed” Before they left Mitzraim (>n>s8m), they took
sheep, the idol of Egypt, and tied them to their beds, subsequently slaughtering
them. In order to merit Krias Yam Suf (>non»), they needed to walk into the sea,
trusting Hashem with their lives. Then they grew once more in Emunabh, as it says,
“Y72y Nwn) ‘N2 NN - and they believed in Hashem and in His servant Moshe,”
meriting Matan Torah (Onnp).

There is another, final, stage of Geulah: ““nxam - and I will bring you into
Eretz Yisroel. Before mentioning this step, the pasuk says, “D2pYx ‘N 2K 7 DY
D131 MYV NNNN DINX XXM — and you should know that I am Hashem your
G-d who took you out of the oppression of Mitzrayim” Rav Friedlander explains
that this was an exalted level of Emunah which was necessary in order to merit
entering Eretz Yisroel. Klal Yisroel did not reach that level at that time and therefore
did not merit entering into Eretz Yisroel.

Chazal tell us, “ON»5 PTNY J©°321 198N 10232 - in Nissan they were redeemed
and in Nissan they are destined to be redeemed.” By fulfilling the mitzvos of Pesach
every year, we relive, to the best of our abilities, going out of Mitzrayim. In this way,
we grow in Emunah. The merit of growing in Emunabh is the key to unlocking the
doors of Geulah. It is no coincidence that in the time of year that is auspicious for
Geulah, Hashem entrusted us with those keys. May this be this year.

A Chesed for a Friend

There are people in the world who feel that no one cares about them. They
think that very few people even know they exist. This is a terrible feeling. If we
could find such a person and bring him out of his misery, showing that we believe
in him and we care about him, that would be a tremendous chesed. If we could get
other people involved and really build that person up to be someone well known
and well liked, it would be like reviving a dead person. It would definitely be a
fulfillment of T3 15 NANN).

Rashi (Shabbos 31a) writes that “Ty7 - your friend”, includes Hashem, as the
pasuk says, “23yn YN AN ¥y Y7 - your friend and the friend of your father you
shall not forsake.” Hashem considers it a chesed when we believe in Him. Just like
a person would hate to have people believe he doesn’t exist, Hashem acts as if it
matters to Him that people believe in His existence. The pasuk says, “Ton 79 51121
YT NY YIND 72702 INK TN PMNYI MNP - I remember for you the
chesed of your youth when you followed Me into a barren desert” The chesed is the
fact that we believed and trusted in Hashem. In the merit of that chesed, Hashem
promises us the Geulah.

We say every day in Shemoneh Esrei, “»15 YNn No2m) MmN >7on 19w
o - and He remembers the chesed of the Avos and He brings a redeemer
to their descendants” The Avudraham, in explaining these words, quotes the
aforementioned pasuk. This seems to imply that this is referring to the chesed of
Emunah!

As we strive to strengthen our Emunah, let us realize that we have strong roots
on which we can grow. Let us internalize that Hashem wants this “favor” from
us. Let us fulfill the pasuk, 213yn YN T2ax ¥ ¥, never forsaking the Creator and
Orchestrator of the world Who deemed fit to call Himself our “Friend.” By taking
hold of the ways of our Avos and growing in Emunah, may we indeed see the day of
D32 9329 HNM XANY MIAN >TON 19, with the Geula Shleima bmheira byameinu.




