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We are currently leining the
parshiyos that discuss the lives of our
Avos. Literally, the term “Avos” means
“Fathers.” The Gemara in Eruvin 70b,
however, indicates that an av means
one who transmits something of value
to another, irrespective of biological
status. This enlightening definition
should prompt us to better understand
our Avos and their unique middos. Indeed,
the Midrash tells us that we are obligated
to ask ourselves: “When will our actions
reach the level of the actions of Avraham,
Yitzchak, and Yaakov?”
The Meshech Chochmah in Parashas
Chayei Sarah shares a remarkable
observation. The Torah recounts that when
Eliezer was sent to seek a wife for Yitzchak,
he met Rivkah at the well, and after
ascertaining that she was indeed worthy
of Yitzchak, he bowed in gratitude to
Hashem. Later, when Lavan agreed to the
match, the Torah says that Eliezer bowed in
gratitude to Hashem toward the ground.
Why must the Torah specify that he bowed
toward the ground if that is the norm? The

Meshech Chochmah explains that Eliezer
was very careful not to bow on a floor that
was uncovered. One is permitted to bow
on the bare ground, but if there is a floor,
one must cover it, as we do on the Yamim
Noraim. Only in the Beis HaMikdash can one
bow directly on the floor. Therefore, when
the Torah describes Eliezer’s meeting with
Rivkah near the well, there was no need to
specify that he bowed toward the ground,
for they were outside. However, once they
were in Lavan’s house, the Torah had to tell
us that the bowing was on the ground, not
on the floor, even though it was indoors.
The Meshech Chochmah questions
why this lesson was taught to us through
Eliezer rather than through the Avos. He
answers that the Avos could never have
fulfilled this halachah, because wherever
the Avos stood had the status of the
Beis HaMikdash; therefore, they were
always allowed to bow, even on a floor.
We recognize the amazing madreigah of
the Avos — their location at any given
time had the halachic status of the Beis
HaMikdash itself!

How do these lofty levels pertain to us?
True greatness always focuses on details, no
matter how seemingly small. Therefore, it
is incumbent upon us to find greatness in
the details so that we can apply them to our
everyday lives. R’Yitzchak Berlin eulogized R’
Avraham Erlanger, who was known for both
his deep, analytical thinking and his intense
piety. He stressed that merely discussing
the niftar’s lofty status while neglecting
to highlight a practical takeaway for life, is
considered a serious lack of respect for the
niftar.
A case in point: After Avraham finishes
weeping over the death of his soulmate,
the Torah says that he got up from his loss
to speak to Bnei Ches. In his shiurim on
Chumash (Parashas Chayei Sarah), R’ Wolbe
points out that the Torah is teaching us how
to act with derech eretz. When we speak to
others, we must put our emotions aside,
wipe our faces, be strong, and speak with
kavod. In addition, the Torah describes the
Bnei Ches as being amei ha’aretz, while they
refer to Avraham as a prince. Yet Avraham
accords them great honor and respect, and
even bows down twice to them.
Even if we cannot glean the relevant
lessons from the parshiyos, we have many
“talmidim of Avraham Avinu” to emulate.
These people tread on different soil. Their
lives are enriched with lessons from the
previous generations. During the early
corona period, an almanah realized she
could not join her family for Pesach. She was
distraught at the idea of spending the Seder
alone. Her neighbors graciously offered to
keep their windows open so that she could
join their Seder from a distance. After Yom
Tov, she excitedly called her children, and
shared her experience: “Can you believe
it, they sang all of our favorite songs, and
they have the same minhagim as us?!”

Unbeknownst to
her, the neighbors
had called up her
family members to learn
all of their minhagim, and
reviewed them to the point
that they knew everything
naturally, all while ignoring their
own sacred customs. This conduct is
known as “ahavas chesed” — chesed which
infuses one’s very essence and is absorbed
in one’s bones. This is a yerushah from our
Avos.
The above idea goes a step further.
When we daven Shemoneh Esrei, we start
with Avos. The way we connect to the
middos of Hashem is by recognizing those
traits in our Avos (Ha’aras HaTefilllah). When
we say “Hagadol,” we are able to connect to
Hashem through understanding Avraham’s
perfection of the middah of chesed.
An example would be Avraham’s total
dedication to chesed, as demonstrated by
his waiting for guests and his pain at the lack
of guests. One might wonder why Avraham
was troubled: if there are no guests, then
there is no mitzvah. The answer may be,
that Avraham wanted to cling to the middos
of Hashem — the guests were a means to
that end. Therefore, he was in pain from
the absence of guests, to the extent that he
forgot the pain of his bris.
As we daven “Hagibor,” we think
of Hashem’s middah of gevurah that
is
manifested
through
Yitzchak’s
achievements. Chazal tell us (Midrash
Rabbah 65:4) that Yitzchak asked for
yesurim, terrible pain, and as a result, his
eyes became weak. These middos of awe
and piety can help us recognize Hashem as
HaGibor.
When we say, “Hanorah,” we refer to
understanding Hashem through the middos

of Yaakov
Avinu. Yaakov
Avinu embodied
the middah of emes. The
Gemara in Berachos 58a explains
the word “Norah” as a reference
to Matan Torah. The awesomeness
of Matan Torah broke through the
heavens. Receiving the Torah in its
fullest form, Torah L’amita, broke all
barriers (see R’ Yeruchom Levovitz zt”l in
Daas Chochmah U’Mussar II, p. 85). Yaakov
Avinu exemplified this middah of emes
for the sake of emes. Diluted emes is one
hundred percent sheker. These middos can
only be understood by first understanding
the Avos and through that understand the
middos of Hashem of which they represent.
In summation, a deeper understanding
of the unique qualities of the Avos will lead
to a better appreciation of the potential
greatness that lies in each of us, and to a
closer connection to Hashem. May we all
find the keys to unlock the treasure.
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"A deeper understanding of the unique qualities of the Avos will lead to a better appreciation of
the potential greatness that lies in each of us, and to a closer connection to Hashem."

