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I was recently approached and asked 
this question. ‘What now??’ After all, for 
forty-nine days we’ve been counting up to 
Matan Torah. For two days of shavuos we 
were on a high. A full night of learning. The 
Akdamus. Aseres Hadibros. The story of Rus. 
There were festive seudos. And perhaps an 
uplifting ne’eelas hachag. But then there’s 
Havdalah, and it’s all over. Now what? 
Just go back to the grind? Like nothing 
happened? What a great question.

I know someone who prefers to write 
on his children’s wedding invitations that 
he cordially invites you to the ‘wedding’ 
of so and so, but not to the ‘marriage’. For 
after all, the wedding is just one night, 
but marriage is for life. The wedding is an 
affair, but marriage is the bond between 
the choson and kallah. And so, guests are 
welcome to the wedding, but the marriage 
is for the choson and kallah themselves.

A nice thought, and one we can all 
relate to. Matan Torah is called a chasuna, a 
wedding, between each and every yid and 
the Torah Hakidosha; the bas yechidah of 
Hakodosh Baruch Hu. It’s not just a one or 
two-day affair; but an all-new beginning of 
a life connection.

here’s a Mishnah in Avos (6,1): ר”מ אומר’ 
כו’ הרבה  לדברים  זוכה  לשמה  בתורה  העוסק   כל 
T נקרא ֵרַע, אהוב’

R’ Chaim Volozhiner zt”l explains 
that Torah Lishmah means to learn for 
the love of the Torah itself. Just to know it 

and understand. To sweat and toil, and to 
delight in its clarity. And for someone who 
loves the Torah, that love is reciprocated; 
they themselves are beloved by the 
Torah (Mishlei 8,17). This ’reah, ohuv’, the 
one the Torah itself calls a beloved 
friend, he’s rewarded ’devorim harbei’, the 
immeasurable and indescribable rewards 
hinted in the Mishnah. 

Now, ahavas haTorah is not reserved 
for Talmidai Chachomim. Ahavas haTorah 
makes Talmidai Chachomim! Of course, 
there are great heights in ahavas haTorah. 
But it’s for all of us on every level. Every 

Yid can connect. In fact, in the world of 
kiruv, it’s known that the most powerful 
tool to awaken a dormant soul is a good 
piece of gemorah. There’s power to Torah! 
And who knows how many, when learning 
for some time, have a spark of lishmah, 
an imperceptible interest and longing? 
Because even the tiniest lishmah can trigger 
a reaction like nothing else could.

So how does one acquire ahavas 
haTorah? Only by jumping in. Rav Chaim 
Brisker would often relate a vort he once 
heard from a chasid. When Klal Yisroel came 
to Marah, they complained about the bitter, 
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undrinkable water. ”Ein mayim ela Torah”; 
water refers to Torah. Klal Yisroel did not yet 
feel the sweetness of theTorah, that they 
were just commanded. It was bitter – ”v’lo 
yachlu lishtos,” they weren’t able to taste 
the sweetness of Torah. What was Hashem’s 
response? ”Vayashleich el hamayim,” throw 
yourselves into the water of Torah. Just 
learn. Once you begin to learn, ”Vayaimtiku 
hamayim,” you will discover how sweet 
Torah really is.

But a spur-of-the-moment jump won’t 
do it; it takes a commitment. This past 
Shavuos, Rav Dovid Zucker shlit”a shared a 
thought: “We know that on Shavuos there’s 
a special requirement to rejoice, more than 
all other Yomim Tovim. We want to show 
that this day of Matan Torah is pleasant 
and well received. And truthfully, this is a 
tremendous madreiga. The Ksav Sofer (O.C. 
78) writes, that by Har Sinai itself only the 
greatest amongst Bnei Yisroel achieved this! 
Everyone else needed a har kigiges, they 

were scared and nervous of the yoke of 
Torah; and they couldn’t bring themselves 
to eat or drink. Only the Atzilei Bnei Yisroel, 
the greatest among them; they rejoiced 
with food and drink. ”V’lo sholach yado – 
and He didn’t stretch out His hand” – to them 
there was no need for a har kigiges! 

This is why we eat and drink, to show 
how happy we are on this day. ‘Ma ahavti 
sorasecha!’ But why, is this to us so easy?

Because before we could rejoice, we 
have to first know the yoke! To live by Torah. 
And to engross ourselves in Torah! Only 
when we realize our commitments, can 
we then take to rejoicing in our Kabbalas 
HaTorah.”

Such a simple idea, yet so illuminating. 
What we commit to is what we rejoice with 
on Shavuos!

So yes, it’s not over; it’s only beginning. 
There’s another point that defines an 

ohaiv Torah. The Chofetz Chaim would say. 
“Two people can doing the same job; yet 

a gaping chasm lies between them. One 
does what he needs to, putting in an 
honest day. The second one however, he’s 
innovative and proactive, always looking 
to up his game. What’s the difference? The 
first one is just a worker, but the second 
one owns the place. It’s his business! And 
that’s something else entirely. 

We too, when we say ”la’asok b’divrei 
Torah”, we declare that Torah is an ’eisek’, 
our business!! We need to own it!!” Such 
people are in a different league entirely.

This is our goal. Not only to make time 
for learning, or to even finish a mesechta; 
but to own our learning! To sit and toil 
over a gemarah, to the oblivion of all else! 
And to make it - our sedorim - the pride 
and joy of our lives. 

 So yes, our kabalas Torah is not over, 
it has just begun.  
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Once you begin to learn, 

                  “Vayaimtiku hamayim,” 

                                you will discover how sweet Torah really is.


